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To the REVEREND the 


LER Gy 
ene 


Joceſe of ROCHESTER. 


teverend Brethren, 


Rare N the preſent unfortunate Circum- 
Þ iS ſtances of our Right Reverend 
d, ; ; 

) B29 Dioceſan, ' I thought the beſt Teſti- 

RY) 2 

mony I was capable of giving, of 
Duty to Him, and Priendſbip to Dou, 
xt tomy Remembrance of him in my own Pray- 
„ was to Recommend him to the De vorlun 
[ul ſincere Chriftians. The firſt, J earneſtly 
l inceſſantly do; and the laſt, I have endea- 
d to do, upon the beſt Principles of Re- 
m in this Sermon. 


7 


10 


5 DEDICATION 


2 e LES vp 5 „ 77 
| fy hav n rubs Sewn . bor 7, tc 
—— 3 wry Th 2 — nor to 90 

ate the, high Crime of Treaſon; but 10 4 

in Seaſon, the Fuſineſs of our un Chi 

Principles, and 10. Recommend the. Bau) 

Humanity. and Charity. lith. theſe Vn 

I hope I may be excuſed in recommending i 

the Peruſal of any true Chriſtian ; and j 

ticularly, in intraducing it to their mon | 

vourable Regard, 4 the Publick 9 


Lion of your New, f 


, * — e 


1 am, * 2 . 
Nek, 
Boved and Worby Brethren, We 
V, 
Þ co moſt Affectionate Mf® 
* z b | a 0 
* pe 


and Obedient Servant, 


Ch. GChambri 


Aerts XII. | Verſe 5 £ 
ter therefore Was kept i in Pri- 
ſm, But Prayer was made 


without ceaſing of t. the Church 
to God K him. 


WAINT PETER was an Ads 
ſtle, and one of the firſt Biſhops of 
the Chriſtian Church, to whom with 
his Brethren of the Apoſtolical Cha- 
ter, our Bleſſed Saviour had committed the 
rernment of all his Diſciples. Kings were 
exempted from a Subjection to the Epiſco- 
Rule, when they became ſubject to the 
ian Faith and the Conſtitution of the 
pel. 

AND as our Saviour dignificd his Apoſtles 
h a Vicegerent Diſpenſation of the Goppel; 
ie inveſted them with Power ſufficient to 
oort the Dignity, and to anſwer all the Ends 
V tat moſt eminent and ſacred Tiuſt: And 
B 2 particularly 


(6 i 
7 particularly y 16 tranſimit their Authority to 
ceſſors in alt future Ages, for the perpetual} 
ſeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, a according 
the uniform and original Inſtitution of it. 
Tnuis Station therefore of a Chriſtian 6 
' vernonr, Ss. Peter was placed in, as a Pan 
of the Character and Authority to be ſuſtai 
and exerciſed by all Canan Biſhops in 
ceeding Ages. 

Bur tho St. Peter was directly dignih 
with a ſpirityal. Dominion over our Lo 
Houſhold of Faith, yet this ſacred Chad 
did not ſcreen him fram the Violeace and 
Treatment of lrreligious Men. This Prin 
tive Father and Apoſtle was put in Priſon 
der a ſtrong Guard of Soldiers, and was vc 
ſoon to be ſacrific d to the Malice of thy 
believing Jews. 

TRE objected Crime for Sie he wal 
priſoned and to be ſlain, was the holy Reh 
on of his Saviour, which he zealouſly profelk 
Which Religion as it was deſign'd by God, 
diſpel the Errors, reſtrain the Baut, and 
troul the Prejudices of Mankind, as well a 
put an End to the Moſazcaf Diſpenſation, 
fulfilling the Prophecies, and ſpiritualizingl 
carnal Ordinances of it, ſo it could not i 
Oy when it was firſt promulged, du 
ing againſt it the Antipathy and Revenge 
the — and Gentiles. 

 AccoRDINGLY our Lord himſelf fl 
Victim of their concerted Oppoſition, aV 


— nw 


47) 


4 Sacrifice for their Sins, and was the high- 
aſance of the Impiety and Barbarity of 
kd Men. And his Diſciples according to his 
itions, ſuſtained the Hatred F them who 
od him, and the Per of them which 
euted him, by the Contempt and Calum- 
the bodily Smart and Impriſonment, and 
ſandry kinds of Death which they en- 
d after our Lord's Example and for his 
U 8 Sake. 

Fo particularly in this Chapter of my Text, 
d the King, a Gentile in Religion, ſrerch'd 
h his Hands to ve certain of the Church; 
le lille James the Brother of with 
ſword, And becauſe it pleaſed the Fews he 
wded farther to take Peter alſo. And when 
prehended him, he put him into Priſon, and 
wrd him to four Quaternions of Soldters, 
. under the Centry of four military Per- 
in each Watch, to be relieved as their 
nmander directed) intending after Eaſter, 
ning him forth to the People. Peter there. 
was kept in Priſn. 

zur to relieve him under his hard Cir- 
ultances, the ſevere Intention of Herod, 
Ithe cruel Expectation of the Jews : Prayer 
made by the Church without ceaſing to 
(for him. When they had no viſible Re- 
dy to fave their holy Biſhop from the Vio- 
intended him, they with one Conſent 
| Recourſe to Prayer, peradventure God 


id be Gracious, and heat their _— 
an 


R 


N 


(8) 
| and fervent dupplications; which in Fadi 
merciful Redeemier did, and ſent his Ange 
ſet at Liberty his choſen Apoſtle. In 
Manner St. Peter was ſeaſonably reſcued 
God himſelf, further to plant and ſuperintg 
re truc Religion in the World, 


eln this pious Example, and the hy 
Succeſs of it, I ſhall in this Diſcourſe beg |e 
to recommend in General the Duty and ( 
ſolation of Prayer in Times of Diſtreſs, 

SECOND, Apply it to the parti 
Cale of my Text, St. Peter in Priſon. 

- THIRDLY, Apply it to the preſent C 
of- This Church, as far as the different ( 
cumſtances of the Primitive and Pref 
Condition of . will Innocently 
mit. K 


„Fin f 1 would Cotten in Gene 
the Duty and Conſolation = e in Tir 
of Diſtreſs. = 

THERE is nothing more immediat 
flows from natural Religion, than the Dee 
on of ealling unto the Lord in Diſtreſs. GC 
is plainly written upon the Heart of every M 
and we all by the Light of our Nature, ' 
him there as the CnEAToR, SUSTAINE 
and DEFENDER: of all his Creatures. Th 
fore when we fall into Calamity, and ! 
deeper we ſink into it, the nearer we bel 
l. to us ; the more able we confeſs him 


del 


C9) 
ler us, and the louder we cry unto him for 
p. This is the Language of the Atheiſtical, 
o in the Time of their wanton, Proſperity 
x not God in all their Thoughts, to call 
u the Lord in Diſtreſs for the Help they 
n Acknowlege he is able to extend, and which 
are conſcious they do not deſerve. Afffiction 
za ſoftening Power to ſubdue the Perverſe- 
6 and Pride of that Heart which goeth from 
Maker ; and to bring it back to a Senſe of 
duffi ciency in all Things, and Forgotten 
by. Experience is a ſenſible Argument of 
Need, and intire Dependance upon our 
ator, which the Diſtreſs we feel, and can- 
remedy, applies home to our Conſciences, 
| makes, us fall down and kneel before the 
1d our Maker. 
ind the more publick any Calamity is, 
more general ought the Application to be 
Relief. The good and evil Contingencies 
Society are communicated Bleſſings and 
Iles, and extend their Influences to the ex- 
e Bounds of the 8 and there- 
t ought to be ſollicited and deprecated with 
general Voice and Proſtration of Knees. 
2s Nature directs us to join our ſelves in 
ety, ſo ſhe repreſents to us the Expedien- 
and puts us upon the Means of procuring 
Advantages, and averting the Misfortunes 
it. Whatever Good we do to the Society 
ac enfranchiſed in, it flows back to us a- 
in, not only in our ſhare of the Benefit, 
| augment- 


at 


© | CN) 
-augmetites perhaps in its Circulation, but in 
the Satisfaction which accrues from the Op 

nion of being Hene factors, So on the con 
trary, whatever Evil or Detriment we cet 
or occaſion to the fame Community, we pa 
take of the Venom, befides the Remorſe we 
ſuſtain in diſtreſſing our own! Body, where 
we our ſelves are the Members, and which! 
berally extends to us the focial Bleſſings of « 
Communion. | 105 

Veo thefe Accounts ottr united Praye 
tothe all-fufficient Deity in Times of commo 
Diſtreſs, is a natural Duty: For as hi is ab. 
to deliver a private Perſon from his private Af 
fliction; ſo He is to deliver a Community fron 
any general-Calamity. And the more Put 
tick are the Views of our Petitions, the mot 
Important they are, and the more likely ther 
fore to be return d dy him who is loving um 
every Man, and maketh his Sun to ſpime, an 
his Nain to deſcend, to renew the Earth of th 
Fuſt and Unfuſt. And if we ſucceed in o 
general Interceflion, there is a Conſolation i 
what we have done; and an Encouragementt 
be conſtant to the ſame Duty upon every « 
turn of the ſame Occaſon. 

How likely we are to be benefited by ſud 
joint Devotions, I had rather refer you to E 
perience than to Arguments; though we haf 
various Arguments of comfortable Conſider 
tion to incite us to ſuch happy Experience bo 
from Reaton and Seripture. . 
1 Figſt, FRO 


* 


(ar 
il ½ FaoM Reaſon; Hereby we publickly ho; 
vill God's Power and Geoaneſs, and provoke 
8: to: * Hanqur us $54 am by ſome Diſtindion 
lis Favour. We honour his Power in poſt. 
ung the Aid of all Beings, to his Aſſiſt- 
We alſo honour his Goodneſs in the 
able Hope and Truſt our unanimous Ad- 
6 ſuppoſes of ſeaſanable Reliet. Hereby 
acknowledge how feeble, how precarious, 
w vain #5 the Help of Man! How Pow: 
wExorable, how Perfect the Helpof our G 
1 by alſo we intimate à juſt empt of 
Malice and Oppoſition of Men, 
1 God is on our ſide, Thus confeſling the 
inte, Allurement of the divine Goodneſs to 
we, and the irrefiſtable Energy of the di- 
te Power to enable our God to fulfil the 
Mres of them that fear him. 
En EAT alſo we honour God's JViſdom, 
the perfect Reſignation of all our Deſires to 
259755 Perfection which knoweth our Ne- 
ics before we ask, and our Ignorance in 
= and. which always fulfils the Deſires 
| Petitions of his Servants; as is moſt expe; 
t for them. Hereby. having the, Conſolation, 
ut God when we call upon him in the Time 
Trouble, will either remove, ot calc. the 
lorous Pungency of our Caſe; remove. if 
1 Patience, Relignatign: and Repentance of 
2 - 


. 


« f Prayert And here, in the Old Teſtament 


"the Spirit of God, and his habitual Exercif 


ra). 
| perfetted; or continue it With a Meaſare of 
Grace to improve theſe Perfections; ' king 
turning all the Occaſions of our Afffiction 
to Medicines ro heal our Sickneſs, or intot 
Rewards of our patient Continuance in 


*X: 
eronaly, Bow Scripture we have abt 
daift Frances of the Duty and Succ 


not tefer you to a better Witneſs than hafſpol 
id, whoſe intimate Communication vi 


Prayer, qualific him to be an unexceptiona 
Judge. He brings God, laying his ſpecial | 
junction on his People T/rael to this Duve 
* Call thou upon me in the Day of Tru 

and I will hear thee, and thou al. praiſe 
He excmpliticg the Truth of this divine! 
miſe, by recht ing Vattons Inftances of di N 
Succours to this People for their Compliant 
with it, particulatly in their tedious and pi 
ful Travel througfr the Wilderneſs ; whe 
when they called unto the Lord in their Tn 
ble,” he' delivered them but of their Difir 
Tea,” nn, ah did he deliver them. Thouginc 
the Character of this People, is, that th 
Were à ffiff. necked Generation, and a be 
Fo le Whs*leaved not ſtetifaſtly unto God, 


S away like their Forefathers, + _— 


e *** 
th. * 


2 — 28 4 „ 
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* Palm l. 15, + Palm Civ. 44 


c 13) 
| when be ſaw 1 Adverſity, he heard 
r Complaint. He inſtances the fame divine 
vaneſs towards himſelf, I called upon the 
in Trouble, and the Lord heard me at 
ge. He gives a general Aſſurance unto all 
n of the like Succeſs, * the Lord is nigh 
all them that call upon him, yea, all ſuch 
ull upon him faithfully — Be alfo will 
r their Cry, and will help them. And in 
ſequence of all together, he fixes this Re- 
tion upon himſelf, + as for me I will call 
God, and the Lord ſpall ſave me. © 
vp if upon the foot of Natute, and the 
ſh Religion, the Matives of Prayer in 
is of Diſtreſs are ſo inviting, how mnch 
re Perſuaſion do they bring with them, 
n conſider d upon the ne and Pri- 
vs of Chriſt's Religion.. 
No Religion ſo well if dcn es our Minds 
h the 3 of our ſelves, and of 


nud of our ſocial Obligations, The three 


tary Inducements to divine Supplications. 
Religion ſo well enforces a Behaviour con- 
nable tb ſuch Knowlege, becauſe founded 
he beſt/Phomiſes. For though by the Light of 
ure, we had ſome glimmering Proſpect of a 
t State, grounded upon the abſolute E- 

ty of the divine Nature, and the promiſ- 
Ws Diſpenſation of Things here: And 
though 


_— Fs g% © 


* Pſalm caly, 18, + P&lmply, 16. 


6449 

Shough the fame be ſhadow'd out in the 

Reyelations of Moſes and the Prop 

yet the unetring Certainty and Condition 

our immortal State were reſerved to the 

Sa 2 of the ke by the Revrlath 
zo Lig, , throug t 2 * 

No Religion is rica ſo extenſive, 0 
divinc in ay Obligations of Charity ; and 
ſequently leads the way to the moſt gen 
and Alſentereſted Interceſſions, by comm 
ing us to Love our Adverſaries of whatfoc 
ſott, todo Good to, them that hate us, to 
for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecut 

and toforgive Inj uries receiv d, as we We 
be for given our Sins; in ſhort, to Love 
another, as Chriſt hath loved us. Rooting 
by theſe Precepts of unlimited Charity the 
ſtinRions of Parties; taming the Animoſ 
and Reſentments of Pride, Envy, Hatred; 
melting down Revenge by the warmth oft 
heavenly Wiſdom, F which is firſt pure, 


peace gentle, eaſy to be intreated, fi 
; cn Fruits. 


Bur ſiill one of the moſt effectual En 
ragements to our divine Addreſſes, is the n 
perfect Aſſurance of . Succels in the Media 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Our Natur 
den Stajas of Sin cou d not addreſs od as 


(015 ) 
her inoffenſive State; ſhe could notbe 
ot that he Prayers of the Wicked would 
Auumination in his $ight, and therefore 
{for the Worthieſt of her Kind to inter- 
for her more polluted Members. The 
in their revealed Religion, had Medi- 
n the Moſaical Preiſthood, to offer up 
for the People, but Thefe being in 
Number of Mzſerable Sinners, wanted an 
bor for themſelves, and therefore were 
manded to expect a more perfect Mediator, 
offer up a Lamb without Spot to Repre- 
lim. But now that Mediator being come 
e Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, Man without 
lenified by Union with the Divine Na- 
and in whoſe Name all our Petitions arc 
offered up, and by his Interceſſion fan- 
; we derive from them all the Bleflings 
h the Love and Merit of a Divine Redeem- 
in procure. For it is Chriſt that died, 
rather that is riſen agam, who is even 
r right Hand of God, who alſo maketh 
reſion for us. * For ſuch an High Prieſt 
r us (Sinners) who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
, feparate from Sinners, made higher 
the Hides, + And now we know that 
thever we ask in his Name he will do it, 
the FATHER may be Glorified in the SON, 


. 
— — _— * — 


Rom. viij. 34. + Reb. vij. — 


c _ 


WHATEVER therefore Intimations 

Ex xperience of our own Inſufficency to 
ſwer our Wants in this caſual World, 1 
ſuggeſt to us of Prayer; whatever Light 
own Nature may furniſh us with of the 
vine Perfections, to direct our Prayer unto h 
and to laut up, as to a Being moſt able 
inclined to Underſtand and Fullfil it: Ory 
ever Sentiments we have of Publick Vin 
from the Experience of the Priviledges det 
from Society, to engage our Publick Inter 
ons, in Publick Diſtreſſes; and whatever A 
ances the Practice of Divine Prayer in Ti_hW/- 
of Old, and Divine Revelations of the Jc 
Prophets, give of the Succeſs of Prayer, 
Reaſons: are all better enforced by the Mu 
lations of the Goſpel. or 
Now the Duty of Prayer is more excel 

in its Motives, in its Views, and in its N 
and is become a more important, more diy! 
more delightful, and more ſucceſsful Duty 
draws us near to God, and gives us the CC 
placency of bcholding the Glory of his | 
fections; it draws Him ear to us, and g 
us the Conſolation of feeling the beneti 
Influences of them: In our gloomy Intern: 
refreſhes us with the Joy of his Countena 
in Diſtreſs, it is a preſent Relief: If we Uk 
frequent] y, it is a Teſtimony of our Picty; 
we apply it to the Advantage of our Net 
bour, it is an Argument of our Charity; 
we extend it to the Publick Welfare Ur 


(17 

calions, we exerciſe that Diſpoſition which 
x Saviour and his Apoſtles recommend, of 
ky Good unto all Men, and eſpecially to 
m who are of the Houſhold of Faith, i e. 
approve our ſelves profitable Members of 
= Univcrfal Society of Mankind, and particu- 
7 Sincere and Wile in the Service of our 
urch and Country. Upon theſe important 
ouragements, I procecd, | Joys 


Wondly, To apply the Piety of Chriſtian 
yer to the particular Caſe in my Text, St. 
Wer in Priſon. 

THAT St. Peter was expreſly conſign'd to 
Governing Capacity in Chriſt's Catholick 
urch, is moſt evident from thoſe plain 
ords- of our Lord delivered to St. Peter, I 
T unto thee thou art Peter, and upon this 
t I will build my Church, and the Gates 
Hell ſball not prevail againſt it. And I 
give umo thee the Keys of the Kingdom of 
uben; whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth 
be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever 
w ſhalt looſe on Earth ſhall be looſed in 


ler that this Conſignment of Church Go- 
mment to St. Peter did not exclude the o- 
* Apoſtles, is evident from the Occaſion of 
Our Lord had put the Queſtion to his 
ive Apoſtles, Whom they ſaid that he was? 
er in the Name of them all declared, ſaying; 


C Thou 


$ 
) 


[ 


S a8 


(18) 
Thou art C brift the Son of the Living C. 
Our Lord in his Reply ſaid unto him, * Th 
art Peter; (which dy Interpretation is a St 
or Rock) intimating thereby in a Figure, th 
his Anſwer was the Confeſſion of a true Pai 
and the chief corner Stone of Chriſtianity, u 
on which our Lord promiſed to build 
Church, and that no Evil Powers ſhould pt 
vail againſt it, nor the Grave extinguiſh, 
then proceeded with a Promiſe to Inveſt i 
Government of that Church in thoſe cho 
Diſciples. who by St. Peter had made the 
Confeſſion of his Divine Generation, and 
deliever to them the Power of the Keys (t 
Keys let us be ſure to conſider of the Kingdo 
of Heaven which our Lord is the eternal Ki 
of) which evidently implies the Power of A 
mitting, Excluding and Controlling the Be 
evers in Chriſt according to the inſtituted 0 
conomy of the Goſpel. And as a farther 
ſtimony that this Truſt was not deſigned | 
St. Peter alone, St. ohm bears Witnels, th 
our Lord after his Reſurrection ſo ſpake to i 
ſame Diſciples, 7 As my Father hath ſent ſj 
ſo ſend ] you; and he breathed on them 
he fatd unto them, receiue ye the Holy C 
whoſe ſoe ver Sins ye remit (i. e. upon the Cc 
rer of the Goſpel aclicycred to them) i t 


— 


u „ 


Matt. xvi, 18. 1 John xx, 21. 
M 


(19) 
remitted to them, and whoſe ſouer Sins ye ro- 
u tley are retamed. 
Ap that this Eccleſiaſtical Goverament 
Tranſitive from the Apoſtles to their Suc- 
ſors, is very manifeſt from the plain Teſti- 
oy of St. Matthew, who ſays, that our 
x after his Reſurrection, delivered himſelf 
heſe ſolomn Words. All Power is gi- 
punto me in Heaven , and in Earth, Go 4e 
rfore and teach all Nations, Baptizin 
in the Name of the Father, and of the 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, a, Them 
Thi s Bron T have commanded you, 
am with you always, even unto the 
17 the World. This Preſence is by all In- 
pteters underſtood of the Protection, Aſſi- 
ee, and concurrent Authority of our Lord, 
loſe whom he thus ordained and ſent to 
kich, and Baptize, and to ſhew Men all the 
ill of God in the Chriſtian Inſtitution. The 
pe were alſo delivered to the eleven Apo- 
as it is manifeſt in the Context; yet no- 
* plainer than that, as the Promiſe of our 
rd extending to Per etuity, did include theſe 
poſtles, ſo that it did not Terminate in them; 
therefore was deſign d to ſupport _ au- 
Tmze the continual Chriſtian Miniſtry. 
their Miniſtrations by the Primitive Scheme 


e Apoſtles, revealed to them by the Spirit 
C 2 of 
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Matt. Xxviij. 18. 
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| (26) 
of God, - Exemplified in Timothy and 71 
and Tranſmitted down to us, both by the 
ly Scriptures and the Practice of the Uni 
ſal Church. e YE 

WHENCE it is beyond every Except 
clear, That our Lord Founded his Religion in 
Divinity of his Nature; That He Infiit 
a viſible Government to uphold the unilc 
Profeſſion of it, That He Inveſtcd ſuch! 
vernors with the ſame Authority, w 
He received himſelf from the Father; T 
He exphcitly Promiſed that what They did 
Earth, according to Chriſtian Revelation, ſho 
beconfirm'd in Heaycn, and that He would 
with Them in Earth, to the End oftheWat 

Sr. Peter was cxpreſly Dignitied in the 
ginning with this Deputation, and the Chu 
could not diſcharge Ihemſclves, with that! 

ly Reſpect and Chatity which his Chara 
and Misfortune required, without putting 
their devout Prayers for him. 

Ir was the Duty and Practice of the Prin 
tive Chriſtians to pray for one another, thi 
Piety and Charity were exemplary in this! 
ſpect; for then, there was that true Spirit Wh. 
Sympathy and Unity between Chriſtia 
that when * one (Member ſuffer d, all the M 
bers ſuffer d with it. DE 
_ AND as they had a perfect Knowledge 
Them who had the Rule over them, ande 

| : th 
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; ſpiritual Authority, ſo they paid a wil: 
Obedience to their Commands, and all 
Reverence to their Perſons, and alſo _ 
em d them very hi ighly in Love for their 
ſake. The zealous Affection and Picty 
be Church to St. Peter, is an eminent In- 
of this, when they all witholit ceaſing 
p their Prayers for him, the whole Church 
1a general Calamity ſhew'd themſelves af- 
a with his Misfortune, and out of a deep 
yiction of the Importance, of his Liberty 
mintain the Cauſe, and promote the Pro- 
non of Chriſtianity, exalted their Suppli- 
ns with a general Harmony, and in the 
of Devotion brought down an Angel 
* the Saint. 
luis Example, as well as all others of 
ian Godlineſs, was written for our In- 
tion, that in like Circumſtances we ſhou d 
the like Devotion. St. Paul affords us a 
Authority to ſupport this Piety ; when 
(elf was a Priſoner in Rome, he ſent an 
ntion f to the Hebrews 0 pray for him, 
kk is 4 +979 obſervable, he, in the 
before, prepares em with a Caution to 
Fo who had the Rule over them, 
to ſubmit themſelves to enforce his Pre- 
and in the Verſe immediately after, he 
burages them to it by intimating, that their 
Prayers 


hs 


particular Injunction, or primitive Example 
it. For if by the general Obligations of 
ſtian Charity, we are to pray for all C 


Paul, * firſt of all to pray for Kings, 
Fruits of our Prayers in behalf of our G00 


ſtians in Diſtreſs, or muſt pray firſt for our 
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Prayers would contribute to his Liberty, 
reſtore him to them the ſooner. 

Ap indeed, the Reaſonableneſs of 
Piety ſufficiently recommends it without 


ſtians in Diſtreſs, not excepting the mes 
and moſt unworthy ; much leſs are we to 
excuſed from praying for the moſt worthy, 

I alſo we are commanded to pray for 
Enemies of our holy Faith, much more 
we obliged to pray for the beſt Promoters ; 
Governors of it. If wc are exhorted by 


thoſe that are in Authority, to beſtow the 
nors, either we muſt not pray at all for 


ſtreſſed Governors, when they are fallen | 
ſuch Condition ; and which the Changes : 
Chances of this martal- Life, make them 
qually liable to with others. I have alte 
proved the Authority of Chriſtian Biſke 
and whether the Powers originally given 
and all along excreiſed by them, bcar any 
nalogy to the Adminiſtration of the 
Power, and tend to perfect the Governm 
of Mankind, may caſily be determin d, by 
collecting; 
* x Tim. ii. 2. | 


Ti 
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ur Biſhops lawfully called, derive their 
of governing in Chriſt's Church 
God, and were Originally independent of 
ate, as to the Exerciſe of it; though ſince 
became the nurſing Fathers, and Queens 
ng Mothers of the Chriſtian Church, 
wbracing the Faith, and giving it their Pro- 
on and Countenance, our Church at the 
mation aſcrib'd to our King and his Suc- 
ts, that Supremacy in Things Eccleſiaſti- 
which all good Princes ought to have. 
St. Paul, who calls the temporal Sove- 
„ * the Miniſter of God, calls the Per- 
;of the higheſt Character in the Church, 
haſſadors for Chriſt. That to the Charge 
he temporal Powers are committed the 
Lives, Bodics and Properties of their Sub- 
to the Charge of the ſpiritual Powers 
fouls of Men, under the Diſpenſation of 
Goſpel. 
ur becauſe a Power to command, with- 
ſome Sanctions of Obedience, wou'd be 
of very little Effect to the Purpoſes of a- 
Coyernment, therefore to the Diſpenſation 
ach of theſe are allotted Rewards and Pu- 
ments in this Life, though with an ulti- 
r Regard to the Rewards and Puniſhments 
the next. Kings reward their meritorious 
ants by Stations of temporal Honour and 
Profit, 


(24) 

Profit, which their Circumſtances enable | 

to do. Biſhops reward the obedient Men 

of Chriſt's Church, with their Benedi&ic 

| the Name of God, and the Grace that is Wir 
- vey'd to them through their Miniſtry. Me 
through the Power of the Sword, puni 
fenders With Sufferings, which affect the! 

and temporal Life, Biſhops, by the Poy 

the Keys deliverd to them, exclude di 
dient Chriſtians from the Communion Wo 
leges of Chriſts Church, and puniſh 
immoral Actions by Shame, in judicial m 
pointing them blick Pennance. 

. AND though through a long Relaxatio 

theſe latter Powers, the Lives of ChriſtianWic: 
degenerated almoſt to a heatheniſh InfidMior 
and Impicty ; yet if ever the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity revive again in its Diſcipline, br 
Eccleſiaſtical Sanctions which are now 
vain Words and Dreams, will have a 
prevailing Efficacy in bringing Chriſtians to 

| tuirably to their Profeſſion, than the ſhi 
corporal Chaſtiſements; and the Fayou 
the Church be thought no-leſs an Encou 
ment to a regular Piety, than the Favoq Dil 
the temporal Sovereign to ee the L 
of the civil Life. 
Ius I have obſervd to you how ſac B00 
how important to Salvation the Perſons We. 
Authority of Chriſtian Biſhops are. They! 
conſecrated by the Holy Ghoſt, and with POW En 
to be Overſeers of the Flock of Chriſt, i 


(29) 
he Watchmen of Souls, and thertfore the 
ors of Men's Conſciences in the ttue Be- 
and Obedience of the Goſpel: They. = 
inted for the Mork of the Miniſtry, fe 
rfetimg of the Saints, for the e 127 
2 of” Thrift, till we all come in the 
of 2 Faith, and of the Knowledge of the 
if God to a  perfetf Man, and the fullneſs 
le Stature of Chriſt. 
ox this End particularly they hens Power 
— thoſe which are found qualified by En- 
ments of Piety and Learning, and inward- 
ned to the holy Function. They are by 
ſacred Rite of Confirmation, to receive the 
cations which Chriſtians at Years of ;Dif- 
on make of themſelves to Chriſt and his 
gion, and to bleſs them for their Increaſe 
Grace. They arc, when their other pub- 
Cares for the well Government of God's 
ple will admit, to preach the glad Tidings 
Duties of the Goſpel, and rightly and 
to adminiſter the Chriſtian Sacraments. 
are in every Thing to adorn the Godly 
gion of our Lord and Saviour, by giving 
Diligence to promote the outward Wor- 
of it in Decency and Order; and the 
ud Profeſſion of it in Unity of Spirit, in 
bond of Peace, and in K of 


ENCE we may be eaſily convinced: that 
Enemics of the Epiſcopal Authority, are 
nes to the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, and 

8 2 * muſt 


(26) 
muſt, whatever they intend, by deſtroy 
one, deſtroy the other. For f the Fon 
tions be caſt. down, what will the Rigl 
ont, conſidered as Chriſtians, do ? If the 4 
thority-and Ordinances of our Lord, fo plz 
IV inſtituted in the Goſpel, be over-ruled or d 
feated, What will Chriſtianity be but a rel 
ous Confuſion, like a Kingdom ahd Peop 
without any King and Governor. And it 
as rational to believe, that God will preſe 
the State in Order, as well as the Church 
ſuch Condition. How then will any Cl 
pn — that * all ſhall « 15 
to —— 4 rm es Authority, by whi 
the Catholick Church from the beginning 
Chriſtianity down to this Time, hath be 

—— and ſanQified'? 9 

Br theſe ſacrilegidus Iavaſions ought c 
to be expected from Heathen Unbclievers ; ( 
it any who profeſs, and call themſelves C 
ſtians, have joined themſelves to the Aliens 
theſe hoſtile Endeavours, 1 muſt take the 
berty to obſerve, that they are ſuch who 
Contenteons; and obey not the Truth, and 6 
whom the: Mammon-God' of this World 
too much Power, © 

FROM the Authority and Importance 
Epiſcopacy, the Tranſition is very natural 
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piety of praying for thoſe wha are called 
% whether Proſperity diſplays the Favours 
cod about them, or Advefrſity draws à Veil 
weir Felicity, Which leads ma, 
Caſe of This Church, as far as the diffe- 
Condition of Chriſtianity in the primitive 
15, and in this Nation at preſent, will in- 
vou d not be miſtaken, to haye any View- 
erſuadę you, that the Caſe of this Church is 
e compared with the perſecuted Condition 
dt. Peter and his Followers, I am duely 
wle that we are under the publick Coun- 
ance and Protection of a Chriſtian Prince g 
| who: not only favours us with the free 
feſſton of our Religion, but alſo has him- 
choſen to profeſs it after the ſame moſt 
ellent Uſage of the Church of England; 
has taken upon him the Title and Charge 
being the Defender of the Catholick Chri- 
Faith ig general, and the Guardian of 
national Church in particular, and has 
deſcended in Compliance to our Conſtitu 
, to bind himſelf with an Oath, to pre- 
e to us all the Rights and Privileges of it. 
ALL that I intend in this Application is 
hew, that upon the Foot of Chriſtian Cha- 
and by the good Diſpoſition of the Laws 
dis Country, and eſpecially in dutiful Re- 
1 to the Epiſcopal Dignity, we may with 4 
ſcience void of Offence towards God, and 
| L342 {0- 


Vi 


rowards' Men, Des for our 28 Reven 
Biſnop in his preſent Confinement: Ane 
recommend him to the Prayers of this A 
ence, as far as our Religion, and a peace 
Behaviotr towatds eral byes we Az 
juſtify "us. / eſe of 
I am enſſble the Charge is high and 
for which he is in Priſon; yet becauſe oi 
ligion teaches us to diſtinguiſh between Perk 
and Crimes, we may Reverence, love 
pray fervently for the Prelate's Perſon, while 
expreſs a juſt Abhorrence of the Prelates 
Ir is not long ſince the People of this! 
tion in general, as well as we our ſelves 
particular, eſteem d him as a diſtinguiſh'd C 
ment of our Church and Country, a Pic 
Learned and Wiſe Biſhop, a faithitul Fricnd 
all the Churches of Epiſcopal Diſtinction 
Great - Britain and Ireland, an Able ant 
Watchful Stateſman, with a piercing Eye 
Defence to the tender Liberties and Proper 
of his Countrymen. And his peaceful 2 
rent Conformity, (before the preſent Obe 
on,) to the Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical L 
of his Country, ' ſhou'd, in the candid u 
ment of all them who have it not in ti 
Power to · prove him a publick Enemy, tc 
rather to remove, than to confirm the Suf 1 
tion of his Gan | 


| 


J 
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Ir was * not the Manner of the Romans in 
State of Heatheniſm, to deliuer any Man 
Jie, before legal Conviction; but it is not 
juſtifiable Manner of Chriſtians,” to con- 
mn any, before that he who is accuſed, have 
Acruſers Face to Face, and haue Licenſe 
Anſwer for himſelf,' concerning the Crime 
f againſt him; it being a Precept in Chri- 
nity, 70 Þ+ udge nothing before the Time, 
"event raſh Judgment, and the charitable 
nſtrution of our own Laws, to deem eyc+ 
ferſon innocent till he is convicted. 

THAT an innocent Perſon may be ac- 
kd, may be condemned, may be executed, 
ll be allow'd poſſible, and what has often 
pen d. Our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and 
whole noble Army. of Martyrs, are im- 
al Inſtances of This. Yet this very rarely 
(pens in any but perſecuting States; and 
n in any State diſavowing Perſecution, it 
ven the Judges are Ty ay age m 
Doing, or when falſe Witneſſes reſe up, 
4% to 30 Charge 2 that he — 
and fo by concealing the Malice and Per- 
of the Accuſation, make a juſt Judge 
nounce an unjuſt Sentence. But as this 
dure is always ſhocking in Conſideration, 
it is not to be expected in this Country, 
ere Chriſtianity is profeſs d in its greateſt 
tity, and where the Offices of Humanity 


U 


020 
are improw d into the moſt endearing Tre 
ment of Chriſtian Charity. 
NEVERTHELESS, an innocent Per 
may be confined; and -honourably acquit 
after Trial, without an juſt Reproach ag; 
the lawful Powers which committed him. | 
the Widdom of every. juſt Government in c 
fining any Perſon: accuſed (whether by f 
ox ttue Witneſſes, - we do not now conſid 
takes only the neceſſary Caution to ſe 
the ſuppoſed Criminal for a fair Trial. A 
therefore a Priſoner before his Trial, I hut 
bly pteſume, is not in a. State of Pyn 
ment, hut of ſafe Cuſtody 4 and therefore n 
be treated in his Confinement with that | 
ſpect and Charity, which were duc to 
former Reputation and Station, as far at 
Honour of the Publick, and the Leave 
his Superiors will admit. And the Rea 
are, Becauſe by our Laws no Fault ſhoud 
ceive two Puniſhments for one Crime, I me 
one antecedent to Conviction, and the 
ther ſubſequent: And becauſe a bare Accu 
tion, though never fo ſtrongly laid, does 
neceſſarily infer Guilt; and therefore is at k 
a juſt; Ground for the Suſpenſion + 
Judgments, and leaves room for Interp 
ems and Offices of Charity. 
THESE Reafons alter nothing i in ** c 
| of a Biſhop, and it is very reconcileable to 
ſtice and Experience, that a Biſhop may bc! 
R and a lawful Priſoner. For we m. 
Nt 


( 3T ) 

2 that the Epiſcopal Character does 
t thoſe who ate dignified with it, from 
ul Obedience to that State, which gives 
* 3 and Religion Protection and 

: But They as Subjects, have ever 
liable. to the Treatment of Subjects, to 
zuniſh'd for State Offences, (though theſr 
thoſe Caſes which uaſt rarely happen) and 
e impriſon'd upon Suſpicion of ſuch. 1 
xt therefore plead againſt the juſt Animad- 
ſon of offenſive Prelates, nor the neceſ- 
Securities which a wife Government ſhould 
to bring them to it. Heretical Biſhops, 
Ihe 3 of aur Redeemer, are not more 
kit to be excommunicated by the Synod, 
ſeditious ones to be depriv'd of their Tem- 
zities by the State. We cannot expect that 
biſhop, now under the Informations laid 
inſt him, ond enjoy the ſame Diſtinctions 
Four which a * great Author has inform d 
de enjoy d before, 2. e. ' always to aùtain 
ever he asKd & his Majeſty ; nor be 
ad in the Houſe of Lords in his Place as 
bre, with a general Candor 3 where the 
hes, che Point, the Force, and the Beauty 
tis Expreſſions delighted and convinc d his 
ends, and gain'd him the Acknowlegement 
ts happy Eloquence from thoſe who ap- 
bending not the Weight of his Arguments, 
wht it neceſſary to oppoſe him. Now the 
| Fg | Re NT Rea- 
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Reaſons of State require hisImpriſonment 
it is enough if he is uſed with that Tender 
which a proper Concern for the Impriſont 
of ſo great a Favourite, . and ſo valuable a 
requires, i. e. as the ſame great Author a 
us, with''all poſſible Tenderneſs, and 4 
moſt honourable Place of Confmement. 
in this latter Reſpect, his — 
grounded upon the beſt Teſtimony, 1. 
Frequency of his charitable Viſits to our 
late; agreeable to the intimated Comman 
our Saviour, to viſit our Brethren, when 
and in Priſon, which, though not alloy 
to all others, His unqueſtion'd Attachmen 
his Majeſty, and the Miniſtry, and his ſe 
ing Intimacy with both, might perhaps c * 
gain him the Opportunities of making. 
HowE VER, we have had in the Mem 
of ſome in this Audience, ſome of the Epi 
pal Order delivered to the fame Priſon, 
not for the ſame Complaint, whoſe Innoct 
in the Concluſion prevailed for their Deſe 
and Liberty: And Ihope I may without Off R 
to. thoſe. Great Men, who by their Office, 
upon Information receiv d, committed out WW, 
ſhop to the ſame Confinement, with him WF. + 
ſame Fate. For this, I preſume, is no me 
than to wiſh him Innocent and an honoural 
Diſcharge, and what they themſelves agreeal 
to the favourable Tendency of our own L 
as well as the Principles of Chriſtianity, may We. 
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t it be a, Mark. of Humani 2 
we Chriſtian Diſpoſiti tion of our Laws, 
Zed in the Divine: Charity. of the Goſpel, 
to the meancit Subj ect and moſt ca- 
7 0 fenders, to wiſſi him, FI Commence 

of his Tryal, 4 good Delrverance ; Ws 
not believe it 75 Intention of any of oũr 
nt Governours to ebe this poorWiſh 
ufety from a Chriſtian Biſhop ; or that 
of 5 have ſuch a Tyrannous Hate a+ 
him, or are of ſo unmerciful a Diſpo- 
2 not ſo much as the Lord proſper, 
. . Luck in the Name f 


0R I-humbly preſume, that the Crown 
x, ; who in the Arraignment of Offenders 
nces this Vijb of Delrverance, Was O- 
all directed, and is now underſtood, to 
Wire Senſe of the Sovereign, and 'the 
ring Powers under him, who by the Na- 
of their Stations, ought to teſtify the ten- 
| Regard for the Life of the pooreft Perſon 
ubjection to them; and which we are in- 
d his preſent Majeſty, by the Diſpoſition 
lis Nature, is ſingularly prone to. 
may therefore upon the Principles of 
n Charity, and the favourable Ten- 
of our own Laws, innocently, preſume, 
the Miniſters of State, and the Honourable 
le of Commons, as well as the ſuperior; 
of his own noble Peers, are in Chtiſtian: 


ty. towards the Perſon of their Priſoner, 
E and 


d 


| 
nc 
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and ate well diſposd toj guard it from al 
Sufferings which the preſent Laws do not 
dently inflit 5 and upon his Acquitment, exp 
the ſame honourable Joy and Chriſtian Ct 
gratulations, which his laſt Predeceſſor rece 
upon the Evidences of his Innocence, 
InDEED among the more ignorant and 
centious ſort of Men, we may find ſome 
a very uncharitable Diſpoſition towards him, | 
it may be obſerved to our Prelate's Hond 
that theſe are Heretical or Schiſmatical Enen 
of Chriſtianity ; and Men, who either out 
Self. Conceit, or Prejudice againſt the Eſtabli 
Church, or willful Impiety, have burk t 
Bonds of Peace and Truth, and deſpiſe the! 
thority of Eccleſiaſtical Superiours ; and it c: 
- not be thought ſtrange, that Refractory Chr 
+». ans, likenaughtyChildren,wiſh their Governat 
Extinct. 4 


Bur we have not ſo learned Chrift, v 
in Regard to the Authority of the Holy Sci 
tures and the Opinion and Practice of the ut 
verſal Church, have owned the Divine! 
pointment of our Epiſcopal Superiors, a 
ſubmitted our ſelves to their Religious Ru 
and therefore ought to Pray for them on 
Occaſions, and eſpecially when they are by at 
means 4afiited or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, 
Eſtate. * And, if as we are commanded, \ 

3 eſteem them indeed very highly in Love i 
their Yorks ſake, we ſhall be carried highct 
the Feryour of our Interceſſions for their M 


fortw 


wes ' ſake. I may then under all the Ar- 
nents of Nature and Revelation, apply to 
x epiſcopal See, the Piety of interceding 


my with God for the Holy Incumbent of 


This was appointed the Sphere of his Go- 
mnent. Here is his Throne, and we juſtly | 
ts Time lament his Abſence from it. The 
| therefore we can do, is to partake of 
Affliction, to eaſc it to him by atruly Chri- 
n Sympathy, and to ſanctify it both to him 
wour ſelves by Prayer. 
Ta T the Impriſonment of our holy R 
s a juſt Cauſe of A ffliction to him and 
6 (whether it happened upon a juſt or un- 
Accuſation we are not now to conſider) 
lan can deny, who applies to himſelf the 
wyful Condition of a Priſon. And this 
edition is loaded with greater Hardſhip, 
n it becomes the Lot of a Perſon diſtin- 
d with high Dignity, under the Infirmity 
lg: or a tender Conſtitution z eſpecially to 
Right Reverend Biſhop, ſitting as it were. 
lurrow alone, upon the Houſe-Top, and ſo 
umſtanced, that he cannot behold the Coun- 
mces of his Children or of his Friends, with- 
keing them bedew'd with Filial Tears, or 
M with Sorrow upon his Account; and 
m his Lovers and his Neighbours ſtand 
yas thro a Glaſs, darkly _ his Trouble. 
c (though we ſhou'd ſuppoſe him under the 
ciouſneſs of his own Integrity, * beſt 
On- 


Conſolation in his Cake) yet it muſt be ; 
lowed an Affliction to fall under the Di 
pleaſure of his Soveteign, and to ſuffer th 
unavoidable Conſequences of lying under t 
Suſpicion and Jealouſy of a Chriſtian Stay 
Namely, To have the Mouth of the Slander: 
opened upon him, and to be. the _— 
the Scorner's imaginary Revenge, and to ſuſt 
ſundry kinds of Death and Galumny, in i 
Opinion of his Enemies, before his Innocer 
cy can be manifeſted. =» 

Upon theſe Accounts, His Gtuiineme 
5 regular in Reaſons of State, and f 
vourable in the Condition of it, is deplorabl 
and draws down with an itreſiſtable Vehemend 
the Compaſſion of Beholders, and kindles 
all, who by the Favour of our Superiors 1 
his Priſon Grate, and upon whom He breaths 

authortative Benedictions, ſome Pious Ejacul 
ons to Godin his Bchalf. It wau'd therefore vet 
ill become us, whounder Chriſt are hrs Pp 
and the Sheep of his Paſture, to be inſenſivlet 
his preſent Condition, ar not to exprels it 
unfcigned Signs of filial Picty : At leaſt, 
ſhou'd be the firft to do what 1 Laws of c 
Religion and Country do juſtify, 3. e. as Clu 
ſtians to with that Innocency may be found 
him, as Engliſhmen to deem kim innocyl 
till he is convicted by Law, and as dutiful A 
herents to our lawful Biſhop, to declare conltat 
ly that aur Prayer, and earneſt Deſire to C 
Lim, is, hat he may be ſaved, Saved, Im 
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tis World, to the Advantage 5nd Honout 
his Church and Nation, for I cannot doubt 
is Salvation in the next. 
xr therefore Hereticks, Schiſmaticks and 
mines expoſtulate concerning his Epiſco- 
Dignity, as as the rebellious Iſtaelites did a- 
1 Moſes, who made thee a Ruler, and 
re? To excuſe the Fervency of their 
s for his Liberty and Safety. We, 
— that God hath aſſigned him to be 
Ruler and Judge, ought after the Example 
te primitive Followers of St. Peter, pray 
Wit cea/zug, i. e. be ever diſpoſed to in- 
xc, and often exerciſed in our Interceſ- 
s God, for his Liberty upon Terms ho- 
Indle to his Judges and to dhimſelf. Leſt 
Charity of other Churches, who in regard 
sAbilities, and in favourable Opinion {till 
Integrity, have remember d him in their 
dj Prayers, fill us, hen e ſee his Face 
in, with juſt Confuſion for our undutiful 
pin ” will then * Brethren 
anion's ſake Wi now Proſpe- 
j, jea, becauſe of of the — 
bag, we with fat ia dp hem. By re- 
Wnendin hin d the 2 of God, 
i our ken ed geo che Con: 
on of the Ghaſh: an particularly 
Ieceching God, mat either the Infirmity 
Body, nor the Circumſtances of his Im- 
inment, may cut ſhort that valuable Life, 
K the Glory of God, and the publick * 


of Mahkind, may 55 his honourable Rele 
many more Years find eminently uſeful. 
So rooted and grounded in a Chriſtian ; 
Filial Charity, let us with a lively Faith 
Chriſt, and an unfeigned Repentance for 
paſt Filings, approach the holy Altar, and 
ccive the Sacrament in ſincere Teſtimony 
our Love to all Mankind, of our ſtedfaſt Co 
munion with the Catholick Church, and: 
ticularly of our firm Adherence to the e 
1iſh'd Church, and to the lawful Biſhop of t 
Part of it. to which we belong, bearing in e 
Mind that Council of St. Paul, Rememl 
them that are in Bonds, as bound with the 
and them that ſuffer —_— fy, 4s = [[ 
ſetves i mM * Boch. 


